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Abstract

The combination of religion and aesthetics is characteristic of Plotinus’s aesthetic thought. In Pla-
to’s idea of ascending aesthetic ladder inherited by Plotinus, he clearly described how to ascend
from the lowest beauty to the ladder of beauty itself, that is, from the beauty of objects to the beauty
of the soul, to the beauty of reason, and finally to the “The Grandest One” of the essence of beauty.
In Plotinus’s view, only by uniting with God can we get a purely aesthetic experience that is sober
and supreme from religious fanaticism. That is, the idea of beauty and god later influenced the re-
lated concepts of medieval Christian aesthetics and modern religious aesthetics. His thoughts range
from “beauty in the whole” to “beauty in God”, and finally provide a visual angle for paying atten-
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tion to the focus of people themselves.
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