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Abstract

In “The Difference between Mental and Physical Phenomena”, Brentano enriches the historical con-
cept of “intentionality” and proceeds to distinguish human conscious activity into “mental pheno-
mena” with an intentional orientation and “physical phenomena” without an intentional orienta-
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tion. In recent years, there has been much discussion on the process of arguing the distinction be-
tween mental and physical phenomena; this paper will attempt to further elaborate the essence of
Brentano’s distinction between mental and physical phenomena from the perspective of the ques-
tion of whether mental phenomena have extension.
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