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Abstract

The term “ear pleasing” comes from the chapter “At fifteen, I had my mind bent on learning” in
“The Analects of Confucius Weizheng”. Various schools have always had different commentaries
on the term “ear pleasing”. There are two main disputes over the term “ear pleasing”: One is the
dispute over whether there is the word “ear” in “Sixty and ear pleasing”; the other is the dispute
over the annotation of “ear pleasing”. A saint is the highest personality goal pursued by Confu-
cianism. Some scholars have pointed out that “ear pleasing” is the way of a saint. This article fo-
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cuses on the chapter “At fifteen, I had my mind bent on learning”, takes the controversy of “ear
pleasing” as the core, discusses Confucius’ approach to sanctification, and then discusses that the
realm of “ear pleasing” is the realm of saints.
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