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Abstract

The question of human needs is a topic that has existed since the moment of human birth. Marx’s
research on human needs is the culmination of philosophers’ thinking and research throughout
the ages, an important entry point for his discovery of historical materialism, and an important
chapter in the study of Marxist anthropology. This theory still has a strong practical significance.
Nowadays, with the rapid development of digital economy, people are caught in the dilemma of
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capitalists’ manufacturing needs in the face of numerous commodity categories and brands. With
abundant material achievements, digital capital creates “false” needs, “possession” needs and
“symbol” needs to guide digital consumers into such dilemmas as false satisfaction, pathological
ownership and identity pursuit. This article will use Marx’s need theory to try to analyze the root
cause behind the need dilemma, and obtain some enlightenment for getting out of the predica-
ment.
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