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Abstract

As an important representative of the 20th century Western Marxism, French Louis Althusser ap-
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plied linguistic theories, psychoanalysis theories and structuralism methods to the exposition of
Marxist theory, under the special situation of the International Communist movement, we should
defend and develop Marxism. “On the social contract” (the misplaced variety) is an important ar-
ticle in “Louis Althusser: Philosophy and Politics: a Louis Althusser Reader, Part II,” published in
1966, has the bright structuralism analytical method characteristic. Through the analysis of symp-
tomatic reading, the Louis Althusser points out the unconscious content that does not appear in
Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s theory of “Social Contract” and reveals that his theory is a reflection of
bourgeois humanitarian ideology. The text of the Louis Althusser is interpreted as a whole, grasp-
ing the general problem and the essence of the problem so as to eliminate the barrier of uncons-
ciousness, to criticize Jean-jacques Rousseau’s ideological theory of a “Social contract,” and to cla-
rify that the solution to human social problems must return to Marxist theory.
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