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Abstract

The social governance thought of Confucianism and Taoism is the crystallization of the ancient
philosophers in their long-term practice and exploration. They are broad and profound, have a
long history and rich content, and each has an independent and complete ontology and methodol-
ogy system. In terms of ontology, both of them emphasize the need to follow the laws of nature and
realize the harmony and unity between man and nature. In terms of methodology, the strategies
advocated by the two are diametrically opposite. Confucianism pursues such positive and promis-
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ing governance concepts as the implementation of “benevolent government” and “the rule of pro-
priety and law”; Taoism advocates the idea of “letting nature take its course” and “governing by
doing nothing”. They are interlinked and different from each other, and together they have built
the brilliant ideology and culture of the Chinese nation. The outstanding ideological achievements
contained in them still radiate wisdom in China in the 21st century.
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