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Abstract
Previous studies of the Doctoral Theses have rarely mentioned Marx’s interpretation of the idea of
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human emancipation in them, due to the fact that previous researchers have tended to ignore the
intrinsic value of the materialist tendencies of the young Marx. This result is both a neglect of the
theoretical value of the Theses themselves and a deficiency in the study of Marx’s early value ten-
dencies. In the light of this paper’s research, the Theses contain a great deal of materialist ideas
that are worthy of being re-examined. The main point is that the three major issues of “religious

theology”, “human nature”, and “sensual practice” mentioned in the Theses are not simply

one-way issues, but embody Marx’s thinking about the nature of political power in Germany at
that time, and his thinking about the nature of political power. These are the three major break-
throughs in Marx’s reflection on human freedom and emancipation in his Theses. Beneath this
triple dimension lies a revolutionary young Marx.
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