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Abstract

As a representative figure of existential Marxism, Sartre attempted to transcend Marx'’s “theory of
human essence” by constructing his own humanistic logic. However, through a comparative study
of Marx’s and Sartre’s humanistic thoughts, it is not difficult to find that although Sartre showed a
tendency towards approaching Marxism in the later stages of his ideological development and at-
tempted to use existentialism to compensate for the “human learning gap” of Marxism, this thought
did not truly surpass Marxist philosophy because it was constructed on the basis of a subjective
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understanding of human existence. Unlike Marx’s “theory of human essence”, Sartre believed that
human existence is an isolated and nihilistic existence with a strong subjective color, rather than a
real and social existence.
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