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Abstract

Historical materialism is one of Marx’s two great discoveries. Marx and Engels systematically ela-
borated the basic principles of historical materialism for the first time in the “German Ideology”,
which is a milestone work in the history of the development of Marxist thought. In this work, Marx
and Engels criticized Hegel’s philosophy and real socialism on the one hand, and elaborated the
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scientific view of history on the other hand. Its main contents include that “realistic man” is the
logical premise of historical materialism, social existence determines that social consciousness is
the basic category of historical materialism, the contradictory movement of productive forces and
relations of production is the core content of historical materialism, and the free and comprehen-
sive development of human beings is the value content of historical materialism. These basic prin-
ciples further resist historical nihilism in the new era, strengthen ideals and beliefs, and so on. It is
of great practical methodological significance to always adhere to the thought of people-centered
development.
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