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Abstract

The Chinese traditional culture has a long history and is broad and profound. In the long history,
the Chinese culture has formed a wealth of social governance ideas. In Chinese cultural thought,
Confucianism and Taoism have far-reaching influence on social governance. In their respective
historical periods, they expounded social governance ideas from different angles and methods. In
terms of social governance, Confucianism and Taoism have similarities and differences. Both Con-
fucianism and Taoism emphasize “rule by man” and believe that man is the main body of social
governance. Confucianism advocates rule by virtue in governance ideas, while Taoism advocates
“rule by morality”. The two governance ideas have different influences and reference values on
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China’s modern social governance.
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