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Abstract

“Governing without doing anything” is the ideal state of social governance shared by Confucianism
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and Taoism. The two have consistency in ideological basis and ideal goal, but there are still great
differences in specific connotation, realization way and ultimate goal. In order to better under-
stand the historical significance and practical value of “governing without doing anything”, this
paper makes a comparative study of the relevant theories of Confucianism and Taoism, and con-
cludes that Confucianism advocates to achieve the great governance situation of Yao and Shun
without doing anything through moral education, while Taoism advocates to follow the natural
law, respect the law and restrain the desire to achieve the social state of governing without doing
anything. It is concluded that “governing without doing anything” has certain practical significance
to the improvement of human moral cultivation and the harmonious development of human and
nature.
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