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Abstract

Hess’s theory of money and interaction had an important influence on Marx’s early thought. In On
the Nature of Money, Hess, with the help of Feuerbach’s concepts of “class essence” and “religious
alienation,” gives an in-depth consideration to the emergence and nature of money in capitalist
society and the real relationship between human interaction. He believes that the interaction be-
tween people in the real society is manifested in the alienation of money, which becomes the es-
sence of alienated people. From Hess’s “field of exchange” to Marx’s “field of production,” from
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Hess’s “alienation of interaction” to Marx’s “alienation of labor,” Hess’s money and money are the
same as each other. Hess’s theory of money and interaction profoundly influenced the transfor-
mation of young Marx’s thought.
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