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Abstract

In the traditional Confucian thought, the formation of benevolence and righteousness is not only
obtained by the addition of the two concepts of benevolence and righteousness, but also includes
the theory of human nature. Mencius redefined the connotation of benevolence, righteousness,
propriety and wisdom through the debate with Kao-tzu, put forward the theory of “benevolence
and righteousness are inherent”, and established the moral practice path of “living in benevolence
by righteousness, not by benevolence and righteousness” From the inner sanctity, he went to the
outer king, speaking of the importance of benevolent governance and exhorting the rulers to im-
plement benevolent governance. The formation of Mencius’ benevolence and justice thought not
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only has great significance in the history of Confucianism, but also plays a guiding role in the
modern society.
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