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Abstract

In his Doctoral Dissertation, Marx proved that the freedom of human self-awareness can break the
shackles of inevitability by clarifying the opposite relationship between Epicurus and Democritus
on atomism. First, Marx proved that contingency in Epicurus’ philosophy negates necessity in De-
mocritus’ philosophy; Secondly, Marx expounded the rationality of Epicurus’ atomic deflection
movement, which established the philosophical basis for the freedom of human self-awareness;
Finally, by distinguishing the atomic repulsion movements of Democritus and Epicurus, Marx con-
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cluded that the atomic repulsion movement is the free completion of the atomic deflection move-
ment. As a result, Marx depicted in his doctoral thesis a picture of how human freedom transcends
the constraints of necessity.
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