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Abstract

The “capitalist application of machines” produces a series of contradictory reactions to nature, so-
ciety and workers: the capitalist application of machines has succeeded in realizing the produc-
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tion of relative surplus value, which has greatly damaged natural resources because of the in-
crease in productivity at the expense of the increase in the volume of the means of production,
while at the same time increasing the number of people in relative surplus. At the same time, at
the expense of an increase in the number of people with a relative surplus, society has fallen into a
state of polarization between the rich and the poor, and with the increase in the number of unem-
ployed people, there is a serious crisis in the survival of human beings—a crisis between man and
nature, between man and society, and between man and himself. In Marx’s view, the cause of the
problem lies not in the machine itself, but in the alienation of the relations of production through
the “capitalist application of the machine”. Standing on the height of historical materialism and
political economy criticism, Marx saw the alienation of nature, society and workers and their mu-
tual relations under the capitalist relations of production, and deeply had insight into the inherent
nature behind the “capitalist application of machines”, and at the same time revealed the only way
to abandon alienation and the alternative plan to realize

freedom.
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