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Abstract

Zhang Zai’s thought of “Promordial Qi Ontology” makes up for the deficiency of Confucianism in
ontology and epistemology, breaks through the traditional abstract understanding on the origin of
the world, and puts forward the materialistic viewpoint of “Ontology of Qi”. At the same time, he
put forward the cosmology of “Taixu is Qi”, discussed the relationship among “Taixu”, “Taihe” and
“Taiji”, and established a materialist dialectical understanding system. From the perspective of
modern physics, there are many logical connections between Zhang Zai’s “Ontology of Qi” and
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Quantum Field Theory, but the conceptual framework is different. The purpose of this paper is to
demonstrate the pioneering nature of Zhang Zai’s “Promordial Qi Ontology” and its enlightenment
significance to Quantum Field Theory by comparing the core theories of the two.
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