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Abstract

“The German Ideology” is Marx’s systematic exposition of his materialist conception of history,
which begins with the “Real Individual”. It is only on the basis of the “real individual” that it is
possible to understand Marx’s attempt to argue that the essential characteristic of the human be-
ing is freedom, and that the productive forces do not act as a shackle on human freedom, but ra-
ther as an expression of its potentiality. And the fundamental purpose of the critique of ideology is
to point out the social relations that obscure human potential and freedom.
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