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Abstract

In the development of Chinese civilization for five thousand years, the thoughts and culture left by
our ancestors are an indispensable legacy. In these splendid repositories of thoughts and culture,
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social governance thought has always been admired by later generations, the ancient philosophers
have left us a rich ideological and cultural heritage, among which the social governance thought is
the most admired by the later generations, and many famous masters have tirelessly discussed the
philosophical wisdom contained in it. Among these profound social governance implications, the so-
cial governance thoughts of Confucianism and Taoism are undoubtedly the two most brilliant pearls.
Both of them expound their social governance thoughts from different angles: In the logic of social
governance, Confucianism advocates the nature of good human nature, while Taoism advocates “only
follow the Tao and follow the natural law”. In terms of the goal of social governance, Confucianism
advocates the restoration of the rites of Zhou and the realization of “great harmony in the world”,
while Taoism advocates the realization of “small state and few people”. In the path of social gover-
nance, Confucianism advocates “to treat the state with courtesy and morality with punishment”, while
Taoism advocates “to treat the state without doing anything”. This paper will compare the social
governance thoughts of the two, and conclude that they achieve their respective goals of governance
by putting forward their own social governance thoughts.
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