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Abstract

O’Connor believes that there is a distinction between traditional Marxism and ecological Marxism.
The starting point of traditional Marxism is the contradiction between productivity and production
relations, while the starting point of ecological Marxism is to reconstruct on the basis of the original
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historical materialism, expand the dimensions of nature and culture, and introduce the concept of
production conditions to discover the contradiction between productivity, production relations, and
production conditions. The contradiction between productive forces and production relations consi-
dered by Marx is the “first contradiction”. The contradiction between productivity, production rela-
tions, and production conditions emphasized by O’Connor is the “second contradiction”. The first
contradiction triggered an economic crisis in the form of overproduction, while the second contra-
diction triggered an economic crisis and ecological crisis in the form of insufficient production. On
this basis, O’Connor pointed out that nature is not the destination of capital, but the starting point
of capital. He not only expanded the ecological field of historical materialism, but also further re-
vealed the essence of capitalist anti-ecology.
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