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Abstract

From the viewpoint of Marxist historical materialism, human emancipation is an inevitable trend in
the development of social history, and capitalist society will inevitably be replaced by communist
society. As Marx and Engels argued in the Communist Manifesto: “In place of the old society, where
there were classes and class antagonisms, there will be a union where the free development of each
is the condition for the free development of all”. The unfreedom of marriage lies in private ownership,
as Engels said in Private Property in the Family and the Origin of the State: “The full freedom of mar-
riage can only be universally realized when capitalist production and the property relations it creates
are abolished”. However, the need to truly realize the freedom of marriage requires the improve-
ment of social productive forces and one’s own quality, as well as the improvement of social ideology
and culture. By analyzing the meaning and content of the freedom of marriage, this paper argues
that the freedom of marriage is the union or divorce of men and women based on their own wishes
from the perspective of Marxism, which is completely free from the interference of the external en-
vironment, and is one of the basic contents of the social life environment of the future society. This
paper summarizes the development history of five marriage forms in Engels’ Private Property in the
Family and the Origin of the State, then discusses the contemporary dilemma of freedom of marriage,
mainly including marriage foundation diversification, realization form commercialization and mar-
riage attribute deformity, finally discusses the Marxist freedom of marriage path, think only to im-
prove social productivity, improve social ideology and culture and timely marriage system reform,
can the freedom of marriage be better realized.
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