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Abstract

Since Habermas reflected on the normative foundation of critical theory, any new critical theory must
consciously defend its normative basis; therefore, in order to reconstruct Lukacs’ reification theory,

XESIH: ZiEE. WEME LIS TR E )], B 2EHERE, 2023, 12(12): 2482-2489.
DOI: 10.12677/acpp.2023.1212403


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/acpp
https://doi.org/10.12677/acpp.2023.1212403
https://doi.org/10.12677/acpp.2023.1212403
https://www.hanspub.org/

e

Honneth must first reconstruct its normative foundation. Through the analysis of Lukacs’ text, Hon-
neth defined Lukacs’ normative foundation of criticism as the true practice state of human beings
in the anthropological sense, but this analysis conflicts with the path of historical philosophy in
Lukacs’ text. Honneth once combed the anthropological path and historical philosophy path of so-
cial philosophy, and clearly showed his preference for anthropological path and his rejection of his-
torical philosophy path. In this larger ideological background, Honneth kept the anthropological
elements in Lukacs’ thought and abandoned the path of historical philosophy. Based on Lukacs’
anthropological description, Honneth reconstructed the normative of reification criticism into “rec-
ognition” in the sense of social ontology by quoting Heidegger and Dewey. For the social existential
nature presupposed by the concept of “recognition”, Honneth provided three arguments: the analy-
sis of theoretical history, the proof of ontogeny and the proof of concept category. Through this se-
ries of complicated steps, Honneth completed the reconstruction of Lukacs’ normative foundation
of reification with the concept of “recognition”, which laid a solid foundation for his further recon-
struction of reification theory.
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