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Abstract

The appearance of Socrates in the history of ancient Greek philosophy changed the direction of
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exploring philosophical problems. To study Socrates, we must clarify his rationalist ethics and
understand its core—“virtue is knowledge”. In his opinion, virtue refers to the art of living a good
life and doing good deeds. Knowledge is actually the knowledge of good. Only by guiding behavior
with knowledge can we obtain more or real happiness. However, with the constant change of so-
ciety and the influence of many factors, people’s understanding of morality has undergone great
changes. Therefore, it is necessary to objectively and dialectically evaluate the relationship be-
tween “knowledge” and “virtue”. On the basis of understanding the ideological and moral status of
contemporary college students, this paper tries to find the important influence of rationalist ethics
on the moral education of contemporary college students. It is of great theoretical and practical
significance for us to study and apply Socrates’ philosophy and improve our moral education.
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