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Abstract

The central question of ethics is how to achieve happiness, and how to live a good life is the central
question of Socratic ethics. Happiness is the highest good sought by man and the ultimate purpose
of his ethical action. Happiness is inextricably linked to virtue, and in Socrates’ virtue ethics, virtue
is the only way to achieve happiness and the necessary path to achieve it. Here this paper will ex-
plore Socrates’ views on the relationship between happiness and virtue, how virtue can be achieved
and how to reach the goal of a happy life in relation to virtue, and finally, in the light of the modern
relationship to happiness, what Socrates’ ethics of virtue reveals and what value it has for the
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achievement of a happy life in modern times.
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