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Abstract

“Memory and forgetting” is a problem with a long history, which has been discussed in the mytho-
logical age of ancient Greece. In the history of philosophy, there exists a theoretical tradition of
attaching importance to memory, which can be traced back to Plato’s “soul recollection”. Plato’s
discussion of memory and recollection is first of all an epistemological problem, because Plato es-
tablished the linear structure of memory and forgetting through “line metaphor”, “wax block” and
“bird cage”, and answered the question of how to acquire knowledge. The second is a moral prob-
lem, because Plato gives moral attributes to memory and forgetting through the “sun metaphor”

and the “carriage metaphor”, so that the idea of good constitutes the basis, cause and purpose of
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memory, and forgetting is a kind of evil, so Plato brings the problem back to Socrates’ moral prop-
osition of “knowledge is virtue”. Thus Plato put forward the requirement for philosophers to have
a good memory and started the theoretical tradition of attaching importance to memory.
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BRIREAE NS, JREMERE EIX 0 T “85E 7 Eo)fl “90F 7 (croopar).  “H0A 7 s —N ANH—
PR MR EATE B, T “FEE 7 BRI Lo AU AN R Soe b, R RME
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FRE IR, RSSO, N, RS ERE R, RS T 2 2% B £
012, X RN RE, AETUE TR R, AR AR 5 SR S RS,
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