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Abstract

In the extensive and storied history of China, a myriad of philosophical schools, drawing from the
natural world, mythological narratives, and conventional wisdom, have intertwined and coa-
lesced, giving rise to a cultural tradition with Confucianism at its heart. The Analects, a founda-
tional text, encapsulates the quintessence of Confucian philosophy. Central to its doctrine is “be-
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nevolence”, complemented by the use of ritualistic forms and grounded in moral tenets like “filial

» oo«

piety”, “loyalty”, “trust”, “righteousness”, “harmony”, and “forgiveness”. This framework not only
establishes the core values and ethical standards of Confucianism but has also sustained the Chi-
nese civilization over five millennia, ensuring its continuous evolution. In the pre-modern era, it
profoundly influenced global cultural paradigms, while providing a treasure trove of ideologies
relevant to both modern and postmodern contexts. The principle of benevolence continues to
wield significant influence and retains its relevance in contemporary times. Confucius’ profound
focus on humanistic concern underpins his “benevolence” theory, offering innovative perspectives
and models for the advancement of moral education in higher education institutions, the fulfill-
ment of life’s values, and the effective addressing of modern ethical dilemmas.
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