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Abstract

The issue of the concept of justice and benefit has been discussed as early as the Pre-Qin Confu-
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cianism, and with the changes of the times, new wisdom has been elaborated constantly. There-
fore, the concept of justice and benefit is an important part and theoretical essence of the excellent
traditional Chinese culture. Based on the cruel reality of social unrest in the Spring and Autumn
period and the Warring States period, Confucius started to think about the relationship between
“justice” and “profit”, and deeply influenced the further discussion of this issue by the Confucian
descendants. As the inheritor of Confucianism, Mencius inherited and developed the beneficial
part of Confucius’ concept of justice and benefit. Through the analysis of different social subjects,
Mencius drew conclusions on the value level suitable for the stable development of various sub-
jects, which also prompted Mencius to form a rather practical concept of justice and benefit. In
Mencius’s view, as the main body of government, the king should not only “govern the country
with benevolence, first righteousness and then benefit”, but also “take the people as the founda-
tion, first benefit and then justice”. As ordinary individuals, the common people should “make
profit with justice” and choose “sacrifice life for justice” when necessary to realize their own value.
Throughout today’s society, there are many phenomena such as “spectator mentality” and blind
pursuit of profit, and Mencius’ concept of justice and profit can be dialectically absorbed and
adopted according to the needs of modern society, which has important reference significance for
solving the contemporary social ills and improving the moral quality of the public.
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