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Abstract

Marx’s Outline on Feuerbach (referred to as “Outline” in this paper) was included in Marx’s notes
written in Brussels in 1845, when the original title of “Outline” was “On Feuerbach”, due to a variety
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of reasons, Marx did not publish this article of great importance, but Engels’s high appraisal of the
“Outline” proves that the “Outline” is a milestone in the development process of Marx’s whole
thought. Engels said, “It was a hastily written note for later study, and it was not intended to be
printed at all, but it was invaluable as the first document containing the germ of genius in a new
worldview.” Engels, as Marx’s closest comrade-in-arms, undertook the task of revising and organiz-
ing the Outline. So when Engels wrote and published Ludwig Feuerbach and the End of Classical
German Philosophy in 1888, he retained Marx’s most basic and central ideas as a prerequisite, and
after revising the Outline, he published it as an appendix with the title changed to Marx on Feuer-
bach .The appearance of the Outline was no accident, it was an inevitable product of the develop-
ment of the times and a crystallization of Marx’s philosophical theories.
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