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Abstract

In the traditional Chinese cultural system, the character “Ming” frequently emerges in various liter-
atures, all demonstrating the distinctive position of “Ming”. “Ming” is a highly significant concept in
Laozi’s philosophy and even in the entire Daoist philosophy. The “Ming” in Laozi is endowed with
extremely rich theoretical connotations. Nevertheless, the current academic circle lacks discus-
sions on this aspect. Hence, this article discusses the meaning of “Ming” from multiple dimensions.
Through the exploration of Laozi’s discourse on “Ming” via ancient Chinese characters, we have
gained a profound understanding of the threefold dimensions of “Ming”, and subsequently reached

the conclusion: The ontological entity of Laozi’s “Ming” lies in the Dao. By discerning the root of life
and nature itself and reverting to the Dao, the knowledge of “Ming” lies in self-awareness. “Ming” is
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the internal verification of the “Dao”, and the application of “Ming” lies in following the Dao, indicat-
ing that individual life should comply with the Dao. It can be stated that “Ming” encompasses the
theoretical connotations at the levels of ontology, epistemology, and axiology, permeating multiple
categories within the philosophical system and serving as an important focus for the study of Chi-
nese philosophy.
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