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Abstract

The concept of “subjectlessness” is a crucial dimension for understanding Althusser’s theory, which
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emerged within the structuralist trend of thought since the 20th century and the contemporary
French intellectual movement that transcends traditional “subjective philosophy.” It reflects Al-
thusser’s endeavor to expel humanitarian tendencies in Marxism by employing structuralist meth-
odology, striving to realize the scientific nature of Marxism. The idea of the “problematic” is a theo-
retical innovation arising from this endeavor. It forms the logical fulcrum of Althusser’s “subject-
less” thought and, through the proposition of “epistemological rupture,” specifies this thought
within the historical outlook. However, Althusser’s structuralist perspective on historical material-
ism fails to recognize that the so-called “rupture” is a scientific unfolding of Marx’s theoretical value
dimension of “humanity” and, simultaneously, an inward deepening. He does not correctly under-
stand the dialectical relationship between the individual and society, leading to a misrecognition of
“subjectlessness” in his historical outlook and overlooking the negative forces within the process of
social inner-contradiction movement, thereby falling into a despairing “determinism.”
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