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Abstract

This paper aims to explore the different understandings of “justice” between Plato and Confucius
and the philosophical thinking behind it. The philosophical idea of the ruling king proposed by Plato
in “The Republic” emphasizes the harmony and justice of the inner soul, and regards justice as the
cornerstone of the social hierarchy. Confucius, on the other hand, emphasized the importance of
social order and moral norms through the thought of “rectifying the confusion regarding status and
titles in real society” and “ritual”, and believed that justice is reflected in the social practice of
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settling his own place and observing the ritual system. Their interpretation of justice reflects differ-
ent priorities and philosophical backgrounds, but they both provide valuable resources for future
generations to think deeply about justice. By comparing the thought of justice between the two, we
can more fully understand the diversity and complexity of the concept of “justice”, which then leads
to the thinking of national justice.
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