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Abstract

Louis Althusser, as one of the most prominent representatives of 20th-century Western Marxism,
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has had a profound influence on the interpretation of Marxist theory. His concept of “Theoretical
Anti-Humanitarianism,” one of his most controversial propositions, employs the theory of “Episte-
mological Break” to reveal Marx’s transition from early humanist philosophy to historical materi-
alism, offering a new perspective for Western Marxist studies. Drawing on the theories of Freud and
Lacan, Althusser introduced the “Symptomatic Reading” method, exposing the latent gaps and omis-
sions in Marxist theory. Althusser’s “Theoretical Anti-Humanitarianism” not only provides a new
understanding of Marxism but also delivers a profound critique of humanist thought, holding unde-
niable significance in contemporary intellectual history. However, this theory also has its limita-
tions, such as insufficient attention to human agency and overly radical expressions, which merit
further exploration. This paper will examine the intrinsic connections between “Theoretical Anti-
Humanitarianism” and other key concepts in Althusser’s works, analyzing how this idea permeates
his overall theoretical framework, thereby offering theoretical support for understanding the struc-
tural and logical dimensions of Marxist philosophy.
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