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Abstract

In addressing the inherent contradiction between economic growth and ecological sustainability,
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ecological Marxism presents a unique perspective. It rejects the “deep green” ideology’s idealized
proposal of completely abandoning economic growth and returning to a post-modern state, and also
criticizes the “light green” ideology’s modernization strategy that relies solely on technological
means and is based on anthropocentrism. Ecological Marxism, grounded in the theoretical heights
of historical materialism, delves into the pathways for achieving ecologically sustainable develop-
ment. Although the theories proposed by ecological Marxists still face significant challenges and di-
lemmas in practical implementation, this does not diminish their theoretical value. On the contrary,
it provides an important theoretical framework for deepening our understanding of the intrinsic
connection between modes of production and ecological and natural environmental issues. It
prompts us to reflect on the ecological deficiencies in contemporary societal ecological values,
modes of economic growth, and ways of human existence, thereby more clearly recognizing the neg-
ative impact these aspects have on the ecological environment. Through the lens of Ecological Marx-
ism, we are able to more comprehensively examine and assess existing social systems and economic
development models, identify the ecological problems within them, and seek solutions.
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