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Abstract

The alienation theory proposed by Marx in the Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844
plays an important role in his ideological system, and his attention to the issue of alienation runs
through Marx'’s lifelong thinking. In the history of Chinese philosophy, Laozi did not explicitly
propose the concept of alienation, but his thought of alienation had already sprouted in the Tao Te
Ching. Marx criticized the capitalist society based on private ownership from the perspective of
labor alienation, while Laozi criticized the etiquette and music civilization at that time from the
perspective of human alienation. Whether it is labor alienation or human alienation, they are ul-
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timately human alienation. However, the solutions proposed by Marx and Laozi are different. Marx
proposed that it can only be solved through the practical movement of communism, while Laozi
proposed that the ideal society of a small country with few people can ultimately be achieved
through the “Dao”.
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