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Abstract

Herbert Marcuse is an important representative of the Frankfurt School. He critically inherited
Marx’s ecological thought, took alienation as the logical starting point, and revealed the political crisis
of modern capitalism from the ecological dimension. At the level of material production, the bour-
geoisie realized the control of the proletariat through technological alienation, curbed social changes,
and made society a highly homogeneous one-dimensional society. At the ideological level, through the
alienation of consumption, people’s critical thinking is corroded, and the one-dimensional spirit is
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internalized into a slave personality that submits to bourgeois rule. At the level of ecology, the ex-
traction of nature to satisfy infinitely expanding material desires ultimately leads to the serious
destruction of the ecological environment. Marcuse targeted the ideas of a new technological out-
look, consumer revolution, and ecological aesthetics in an attempt to make social changes and
thus solve ecological problems. Through the analysis of Marcuse's ecological critical theory, it has
an important guiding significance for the construction of an ecologically civilized society with
Chinese characteristics in China.
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