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Abstract

Since the deep integration of Confucius with education and politics in Chinese history, the image of
Confucius as a “saint”, “sage”, and “sage teacher” has been deeply rooted. Its main ideas, especially
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political ideals and educational concepts, have long been regarded as the truth of governing the
country by feudal rulers in class society due to their strong ideological attributes. This tendency
towards “worship” and even “faith” has led to a one-sided interpretation of Confucius and his
thoughts. Research has shown that the true Confucius in reality is not equivalent to the Confucius
in inherent concepts, the Confucius in historical facts, and the Confucius described in texts. This is
mainly reflected in the relationship between “true Confucius” and “pseudo Confucius,” Confucius
and Confucianism, and political ideals and educational ideas. Therefore, it is necessary to follow
the development of the times and historical evolution, and use critical thinking to deeply explore
the true Confucius and his thoughts.
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