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Abstract

Criticism is present throughout Marxist theory. Horkheimer opened the Frankfurt School’s study
of critical theory with instrumental rationality. Hornet, as the centerpiece of the third generation
of the Frankfurt School’s leadership group, based on Habermas’s theory of interaction and action
and the recognition theory of Hegel’s Jena period, Hornet constructed the social critical theory of
“struggle for recognition”. Hornet’s theory of recognition includes the three aspects of love, law,
and solidarity, as well as three kinds of contempt, namely, rape, deprivation of rights, and insult,
in opposition to them. Hornet’s theory of recognition breaks through the theoretical flaws of the
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first and second generation of the Frankfurt School, initiates the “recognition” turn in critical
theory, and provides a new research path for social critical theory.
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