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Abstract

This article takes the problem of how to understand the word “Yi” in “Book of Changes” as the
starting point, and attempts to explore the three meanings of Yi starting from “Yi Wei Qian Zao Du”
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from the standpoint of the history of classics and the history of the philosophical theories of
ZHOU-YLI. “Qian Zao Du” and other books were born in the last years of the Han Dynasty when the
social crisis was becoming more and more serious. While the prophecy theology developed by the
study of classics became popular, the orthodox status of the study of classics seemed to be shaken
by the drawbacks brought by the prophecy theology derived from it. “Qian Zao Du” is to deal with
this crisis. On the basis of inheriting the philosophical theories of ZHOU-YI from Jingfang, it
re-interprets the philosophical thoughts of “Yi Zhuan”, cites Taoist cosmology for its own use, and
builds a Yi Lun system that maintains the orthodox status of classics. As the core philosophical

» o«

theory of the book “Qian Zao Du”, the three meanings of Yi, through “Yijian”, “Bianyi” and “Buyi” to
build a cosmic ontology basis linking the Tian Dao and the Ren Dao. “Yijian” is the virtue of Yi,
which is the center of the thought of the three meanings of Yi. “Bianyi” inherits the “Yi Zhuan” say-
ing that everything in the world changes and circulates, and the generation and changes of yin and
yang are used to connect heaven and man. The principle of the general rule is immutable, and
there is no change in change. The theory of the three meanings of Yi provides metaphysical legiti-
macy for Confucian ethics, and also has a significant impact on the development of Chinese phi-
losophy, especially the history of the philosophical theories of ZHOU-YI.
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