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Abstract

The economic foundation determines the superstructure is one of Marx’s fundamental principles,
and its formation was not a sudden event, but had a systematic and long-lasting documentary ba-
sis. Marx’s “Preface to the Critique of Political Economy” (1859) marks the formation of the prin-
ciple that economic foundation determines the superstructure. Marx used the terms “economic
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foundation” and “superstructure” together for the first time in this work, explaining the meanings
of both and pointing out the decisive role of the economic foundation in determining the super-
structure. This paper uses a documentary research method to examine Marx and Engels’ works
and analyzes the development of the principle into three stages: the germination stage, the forma-
tion stage, and the development stage, explaining the process of its formation.
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