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Abstract

As one of the representative figures of the Frankfurt School, Marcuse paid close attention to the
development of capitalist society, and inspired by Marx’s theory of alienated labor, he revealed in
his work One-Dimensional Man: Studies in the Ideology of Advanced Industrial Society the problem
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of aberrant consumption in developed industrial societies due to the technological progress, and
the harms of “one-dimensionality” in the fields of politics, ideology and culture, as well as in the
field of ecology, and formed the theory of “alienated consumption”. On the one hand, this theory
expands the research horizons of Marxist alienation theory and responds to the humanistic spirit
of Marx, but it has historical limitations because it fails to truly reveal the systemic root causes of
the problem of alienated consumption, and holds an overly critical attitude toward science and
technology. Today, we should examine Marcuse’s theory of “alienated consumption” dialectically,
not only to see its theoretical limitations, but also to see its significance as a guide to solving the
current consumption problems in China, and to explore coping strategies from the three dimen-
sions of science and technology, media, and consumer subjects, so as to promote the orderly and
healthy development of the consumption in China.
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