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Abstract

Lise Vogel has constructed an influential Marxist feminist theory of domestic labor by creatively
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situating it within the context of labor reproduction and total social reproduction for feminist in-
terpretation. The second-wave feminist movement, Western feminist debates on domestic labor,
and Marxist theories of political economy provided the social context, academic environment, and
theoretical building blocks, respectively, for Vogel’s creation of this theory. The theory takes the
clarification of the concepts of labor and labor reproduction, individual consumption, and neces-
sary labor as its logical starting point; from the elaboration of the unique role of women in labor
reproduction in class society, which leads to the “male-outside-female-inside” gender division of
labor, as well as the separation of domestic and wage labor in capitalist society, which reinforces
the traditional gender division of labor, the theory reveals that the division of labor in the home
has become more and more complicated. Based on these dimensions, the theory reveals the root
causes of the long-standing neglect of domestic work, and proposes a practical approach that pro-
motes the socialization of domestic work, realizes the full employment of domestic work, and guar-
antees the democratization of women'’s policies. This theory has made a positive contribution to
the promotion of contemporary Western feminist theories of domestic work, the defense and de-
velopment of Marxism, and the integration of feminism and Marxism.
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