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Abstract

After Plato’s theory of “eidos” was proposed, there was a huge gap between the concrete percepti-
ble existences and “eidos”. How to unify individual existences with universal existences has always
been Plato’s goal. If Plato’s theory of “eidos” studies existence from an ontological perspective,
then Plato’s theory of the soul studies existence from an epistemological perspective. Starting
from Plato’s theory of the soul (epistemology), the author aims to unify concrete and perceptible
existences and “eidos”. The perceptible existence is the object of sense cognition, while “eidos” is
the object of rational cognition in the soul. Sensory organ is the cognitive ability of the body, and
the reason is the cognitive ability of the soul, both of which are unified in the concrete and rational
being (human).
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Figure 2. Epistemic object in four dimensions
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Figure 3. The four dimension of epistemic subjects
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