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Abstract

“Zunzun” and “Qinqgin” are important propositions in Confucian ethics in ancient China. The pre-
vious studies have either recognized the humaneness of “Qinqin” or affirmed the supremacy of
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“Zunzun”, but they have failed to answer this question fundamentally. In Gongyang’s Commentary
on The Spring and Autumn Annals, “Ji You Executed His Brother”, a series of ethical conflicts arose
among three brothers, namely, Qing Fu, Shu Ya, and Ji You, over the issue of the throne, which im-
plied the dilemma of blood Kinship and political law, the efforts to take care of blood kinship and
political law, and the wisdom of the three brothers. Therefore, this paper firstly analyzes the ethi-
cal concepts of “Zunzun” and “Qinqin”, and analyzes “Jiyou’s execution of his brother” in the con-
text of the in Gongyang’s Commentary on the Spring and Autumn Annals and then analyzes the
ethical concepts of “Zunzun” and “Qingin” in the context of the specific historical events. Based on
specific historical events, we will analyze the ethical conflict between “Zunzun” and “Qinqin”, face
the problems in this dilemma, and analyze how Confucianism solves the ethical conflict between
bloodline and national politics.
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