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Abstract

The theory of civil society is an important part of Hegel’s Principles of Philosophy of Right, and it is
also the theoretical foundation of Hegel’s state theory. The study of civil society theory directly trig-
gered the important theoretical differences between Marx and Hegel. The concept of civil society is
the key node of Marx’s thorough analysis and criticism of Hegel’s philosophy and capitalist society.
Marx realized that Hegel’s civil society theory is the product of capital logic, that civil society con-
tains insoluble internal contradictions, and that the understanding of civil society must go deep into
political economy and social economic structure. In this process, Marx gradually constructed the
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critical thought of civil society, realized the transcendence of Hegel’s philosophy, and finally moved
towards historical materialism, realistic man, and human liberation.
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