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Abstract

During the period of 1882 to 1890, Engels critically responded to the theoretical deviations of social
activists who claimed to be “Marxists” in revolutionary practice through five letters, aiming to de-
fend the theoretical legitimacy and practical line of Marxism. The discussions on “dragon seed” and
“flea” in the five letters confirm that the “good” in Marx’s concept is not only a process of “realizing
the free and comprehensive development of each person” but also a concrete manifestation of this
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goal. “Dragon seed” is the “evil” behavior that deviates from “good.” Marxists adhere to the correct
direction in revolutionary practice, avoid deviating from Marxist theory and practical principles,
and are required to achieve the comprehensive and free development of human beings. Under-
standing the essence of “good” and seeing it in action, combining theory with practice, is the sharp
tool that Marxists uphold in the cause of contemporary communism.
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