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Abstract

The survival philosophy, as an important part of Zhuang Zi's philosophy, is discussed in the context
of the human dilemma individuals need to face and solve, which is essentially a value evaluation sys-
tem centered on “use.” This system presents two main structures: self-evaluator and self-competitor.
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Asindividuals are being evaluated, they will inevitably be included in the system that can be opened
solely by the evaluator and compete with others. The system also harms individual lives through
two operating mechanisms: “judging one according to others” and “judging the crowd based on one-
self.” The former is manifested as a standardized mechanism centered on “use” that ignores indi-
vidual lives, while the latter reveals the dependence of the value evaluation system on the unstable
likes and dislikes of evaluators. The combined effect of these two makes the survival situation of
the subject involuntary and dangerous.
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