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Abstract

As the pioneer of Marxism in the field of cultural criticism, the Frankfurt School’s critical theory of
popular culture has undeniable precedence and far-reaching influence. Relying on the turbulent
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social background and diverse academic trends, the critical theory exposes the false face of Western
popular culture mainly from three dimensions: economic, aesthetic, and ideological. An in-depth
study of the kernel of the Frankfurt School’s critical theory of popular culture and its limitations can
provide a possible critical model for the study of popular culture theory in China, add a special angle
of reflection on the complex social and cultural phenomena of contemporary China, and ultimately
serve as a certain revelation and guidance for the advancement of the cultural construction of
China’s new era.
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