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Abstract

As one of the representative figures of the Frankfurt School, Marcuse revealed in his book One Di-
mensional Man, a new type of control of capitalism over people and society in developed industrial
societies: the new totalitarian society abandons the barbaric means of the old totalitarian society
and manipulates people in all aspects through gentle nonviolent means, that is, one dimensional
consciousness. Technological rationality replaces political rationality, false needs replace real
needs, people lose their negativity and become one dimensional, the proletariat loses their
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revolutionary consciousness and becomes followers of the “welfare state”, and society loses its crit-
ical nature and becomes a one-dimensional society. Marcuse’s one-dimensional critical theory has
different focuses in each period, but it has a clear logical destination, which is the liberation of hu-
man beings. Intellectuals such as university students and professors play an enlightening role in
awakening the revolutionary consciousness of the proletariat. The proletariat is still the main force
of revolution, and the path of revolution has shifted from “great rejection” and nonviolent re-
sistance to artistic and aesthetic redemption.
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