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Abstract

The concept of freedom is not only one of the core concepts of the bourgeois revolutionary philoso-
phy, but also an important part of the core values of the future socialist and communist societies
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pursued by Marx. Hegel’s inference from free will provides a theoretical basis for the legitimacy of
individual private property rights, while Marx elaborates on the connotation of freedom from the
economic relations of the real society. Due to differences in research methodology, Marx and Hegel
diverged in their understanding of the relationship between human freedom and private property
ownership. Nevertheless, both thinkers have deeply explored the structure of private property and
its legitimacy. The purpose of this paper is to analyze the logic of Hegel’'s argument for private prop-
erty and to explore the critical insights that Marx offers about it, relying on both Hegel’s Elements of
the Philosophy of Right and Marx’s Philosophical Manuscripts of Economics of 1844.
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