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Abstract

This article aims to explore and compare the different understandings and interpretations of free
will between Marxism and Schelling philosophy. Through the analysis of two ideological systems,
this article reveals the profound differences and potential intersections between Marxism and
Schelling theory in understanding free will. Firstly, elaborate on the importance of Marxism and
Schelling philosophy in the history of philosophy, as well as their unique interpretation of the
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concept of free will. Secondly, a detailed analysis was conducted on the understanding of free will
from the perspectives of Marxism and Schelling’s philosophy. In the Marxist section, the focus is on
the definition of free will in historical materialism, emphasizing the decisive influence of material
conditions and social structure on individual freedom. On the other hand, when exploring Schel-
ling’s ideas, the paper highlights his emphasis on personal inner spiritual pursuit and self-improve-
ment, believing that freedom is a spiritual realization that transcends material conditions. Finally,
this article emphasizes the importance of integrating Marxist and Schelling philosophical perspec-
tives to deepen our understanding of free will. This study not only reveals the differences in under-
standing free will between two thought systems, but also demonstrates how to translate these dif-
ferences into a more comprehensive understanding of complex social reality.
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