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Abstract

As a key theoretical contribution of the Frankfurt School, the culture industry theory exposes the
industrialized nature of cultural production in capitalist societies. It critiques the standardization,
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homogenization, commodification, and pseudo-individualization of cultural products. These char-
acteristics, through formulaic cultural production and repetitive consumption patterns, suppress
the development of critical thinking, constrain individual freedom and creativity, and reduce indi-
viduals to passive consumers. While analyzing Adorno’s theory, it is essential to address its limita-
tions in contemporary society. Adorno’s pessimistic perspective tends to overlook the complexity
and creative potential within cultural products, as well as the agency of consumers in cultural con-
sumption. Nevertheless, the culture industry theory remains a significant framework for under-
standing the mechanisms of modern cultural production and consumption. In the context of digital-
ization and globalization, the theory requires expansion to provide a more comprehensive expla-
nation of contemporary cultural phenomena and to explore localized paths and practical implica-
tions for the development of the culture industry.
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